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Dear Parents,

This has been a very busy and productive year.  I would like to thank you all for the support you have given to the school during this time.

During the final half-term of the year there have been a number of successful trips and events taking place.

In June the Institute of Civil Engineers had their ‘Building Bridges for Schools’ week.  Children from various school and youth groups from both sides of the Border, had an opportunity to learn more about construction and engineering by building a bridge they could walk across, as well as making and testing a model bridge made from paper.

There have been bronze and gold expeditions for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award with all of the participating pupils completing their routes successfully.

There have been trips for all age groups to a variety of different venues, including an adventure weekend for J6 at Dalguise.
Fixtures have been played in cricket, rounders, tennis and athletics, with the U13 cricket team proving particularly successful.
For once the sun shone on Sports Day which produced some excellent competition. Shield Winners were: Alison Brown and Emilia Tyser sharing the U13 Girls Award, Jack McDonald and Freddie Carrington sharing the U13 Boys Award, Emily Jones the U15 Girls Award, Jack Learmonth U15 Boys Award.  The Senior Shields were won by Amber Thomas and Sam Batey.
Two of our pupils qualified for the English Schools Championships at the Alexandra Stadium, Birmingham.  Andrew Crichton was below his best in the heats and just failed to get into the final of the 1500m.  Guy Learmonth ran superbly, winning the 800m comfortably, only to be disqualified because some athletes came together on the first lap. The decision was a very harsh one as more than one athlete was involved and no evidence was looked at prior to a decision being finalised.  The incident in no way affected the order in which the runners finished and I know that Guy was the true winner of that race.  Guy has consistently proved himself the best schoolboy 800m runner this year and we all congratulate him on his achievements as well as wish him luck for his future running career.

On the social side, the Sixth Form held their annual Garden Party, Form 5 organised a Barbecue with ‘Bouncy Castle and Slide’ and the Borneo Group organised and end of year ‘Disco’ for Forms 1 -3 and ‘Prom’ for the older pupils.  All of these were great fun and enjoyed by all.
The parents were not left out of the social scene either.  The LTSDA Summer Ball was a great success with nearly 180 guests dancing the night away.  A few days later a group of parents and staff tried to turn the clock back by having a Staff v Parents cricket match.  It was a very close and enjoyable match, with the parents being narrowly defeated by the Staff. There were many aching bones the next day.

House and Form Reorganisation

As mentioned on Founder’s Day, there will be a new House structure next year.  There will be three Houses to be led by the senior teachers.  Mr Dempster will be in charge of Stobo House, Mr Dodd Home House and Mrs Notman Jerningham House.

All pupils in the senior school will be reallocated to their Houses at the start of term.  Alongside this we are introducing a vertical tutoring system.  Forms 1- 3 will register together in House Groups, as will Forms 4 -5 and the Sixth Form.  This has the advantage of more peer mentoring and support as well as helping to create a House identity and spirit. The Form Tutors will also be associated with their respective houses.  Each House has a House Captain and Vice Captain selected from the Sixth Form.  This year the House Captains and Vice Captains will be:





Captain


Vice-Captain

Stobo House:

John Ansley


Emma Brodie

Home:


Rebecca Entwistle

James MacGregor

Jerningham

Karman Leung

Charlie Stanley-Brown

Reports and Parents Evenings

There will be some changes to the timing of reports and parents evening during the coming year.  These have been carefully thought through and arranged to ensure that both the pupils and parents receive timely and relevant feedback using the most appropriate method for each occasion.

Grades will continue to operate as they have, except that there will be a relaxation of the strict 3 weekly rotation. This sometimes resulted in grades being awarded at inappropriate times, for example, in the first week after a holiday. Grades will now be awarded 2 or 3 weeks into a new half term session and in the final weeks of the half term, except when a full written report is distributed. 

At the end of the Michaelmas Term a full report will be written for all pupils in the senior school. This will give feedback to pupils and parents about motivation and progress during this important term. Also at the end of the Michaelmas Term pupils in Forms 1 to 5 will receive formal school and mock examinations.

During the first weeks of the Lent Term there will be a Parents Evening for the parents of pupils in Forms 1 to 5. This will be specifically targeted at giving examination feedback, advice and targets for improvement. 

At the end of the year there will be an examination week for Forms 1 to 4 and full written reports will be issued to all pupils as normal.

In addition to the above there will be a New Pupils and Form 1 Parents Evening in the fourth week of the Michaelmas Term to ensure that pupils have settled and made the transition from Year 6 (J6) successfully.

A Sixth Form Parents Evening will occur in week 8 of the academic year to provide pupils and parents with information as to how the pupils are coping with their new AS and A level courses. At this time there will also be an Options Information Evening for Form 5 to begin the process for choosing subjects for their Sixth Form studies.   

Prior to the Easter break there will be a Form 3 Parents Evening to provide information about subject choices for GCSE. There will also be a Form 5 and 6 Parents Evening to share vital revision information before students begin serious revision during the Easter holidays. 

New Uniform
As you are aware there will be a new uniform available from this summer.  A list of the new uniform is enclosed with this letter.  Please note the old uniform may be worn for the next year only.  From September 2011 all pupils are required to wear the new uniform.

Water Fountains
The water fountains in the school have been out of use for the last half of the term for hygiene reasons. The water fountains are to be replaced with a water bottle filling point.  We are encouraging pupils to come into school with a water bottle which can be refilled as necessary. Only water will be allowed in classrooms, as juices and other drinks are likely to cause more damage if spilt.

Staff News

This term we are saying farewell to Mrs Clemit and Mr & Mrs Hill. Mrs Clemit is taking up a post at Malvern College and Mr & Mrs Hill are moving to Lincoln where Mr Hill will be Head of English at Lincoln Cathedral School. We are also saying goodbye to Mrs Murray and Miss Oates from the Junior Department.  Mrs Murray is leaving to spend more time with her young family and Miss Oates is taking up a position at Hipsburn First School.  We wish them all a very happy future and thank them for all they have done for the school.  New members of staff joining us in September are: Miss Campbell as Head of English, Mrs Caton as teacher of English, Mr Spence who will teach physics, science and games and in the Junior Department Miss Martin and Miss Matthews will be class teachers. In the Modern Languages department, Mrs Westthorp will be working part time. This will enable us to continue with Modern Language lessons in the Junior Department.

Next year, due to personal circumstances, Mrs Phillips will be reducing her hours very slightly.  Mrs Phillips’ teaching commitments will not be affected by this reduction in hours. Mrs Chynoweth will deputise in the event of Mrs Phillips not being in school.

Mrs Sandra Bullen will now take more responsibility for the Reception Class; she is our expert on EYFS and working towards an EYFS degree. She and Mrs Chynoweth will still work closely together in delivering the curriculum to Reception and J1.

As Mrs Notman is to become a Senior Teacher, I am pleased to announce that Mr Glenn will be the new Head of Sixth Form. Mrs Notman will still be involved with the Sixth Form in her new role and will still have considerable input into the university application process.

Texting Service
The School has purchased some texting software which allows us to advise you of changes in sporting fixtures etc in the event of bad weather. If you would like to be included in this service please make sure that Mrs Jobson in the School Office has an up to date mobile phone number for you.

Summer Building Projects

There are a number of building and maintenance projects taking place in the summer the largest of which involves the replacement of the external fire escape on the Boarding Wing. Following lengthy discussions with the Planning Department at the local authority and the Conservation Officer it has been agreed that we can remove the current external stair case and build a new staircase within the confines of the existing building. This staircase will utilise space at the end of the corridors on the Boarding Wing and will exit through what is currently the window at ground floor level adjacent to the school canteen.  Much of the internal work has already been completed by our own maintenance team and the stairways themselves will be fitted during August. Whilst this has restricted our commercial use of the Boarding Wing this summer it is the best long term option.
Amongst the numerous smaller projects taking place during the summer holidays, the Boys changing rooms in the Sports Hall will be refurbished and the shower area completely tiled.  An external classroom area will also be created as part of the Jerningham building specifically for the children in Reception and J1.

Fire Evacuation 

Just before the end of term the School held a fire evacuation exercise in the Boarding Wing in conjunction with the Northumberland Fire & Rescue Service.   It went very well and we had three pumps in attendance with about thirty officers in total. The Berwick full time crew, a Berwick retained crew and the Coldstream crew attended along with a couple of senior officers who monitored the proceedings

  

These exercises are of real benefit to us in that they give the boarding staff practical experience of fronting up to the emergency services when they arrive and dealing with their questions / demands. It also raises the profile of fire, as a risk, in a much more dramatic way than the very routine evacuations which we carry out. And last, but not least, the more fire officers that have experienced the site, the better they will operate if a real incident occurs.

Results Days
The A/AS Level results are issued on Thursday 19th August and the GCCE results on Tuesday 24th August.  We hope to have all envelopes prepared by 9.00am ready for collection.  Parents are welcome to come into the school for tea or coffee and to discuss results with available staff.

Term Dates

A reminder of the dates for next term:


Boarders Return:
Wednesday 8th September


Term Begins:

Thursday 9th September


Half-term:

Saturday 23rd October – Sunday 31st October


Term Ends:

Tuesday 14th December.

Finally, I wish you all a very happy summer holiday and I look forward to seeing everyone at the start of next year.

Yours sincerely,
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T M Manning
